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Brother's Church and Missionaries Helping

Statistics and Worship Attendance Last Week
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Leave Babylon and Go to the Place of the Word

Ezra 7:1-10

Ezra was a priest and a teacher of the Law, and a leader who led the people of Israel from Babylon to
Jerusalem and brought about spiritual reform. During the second return from exile, he led about 1,700
men, along with women and children, on a journey of about 1,400 kilometers over four months. At that
time, Ezra enjoyed a high position and privileges in the Persian Empire. If he had thought only of himself,
there would have been no reason to embark on a dangerous and uncomfortable return journey. But he
looked beyond his present stability to the restoration of the Israelite nation and the will of God. The Bible
says he experienced “the good hand of his God upon him.” Our lives and ministry also cannot succeed by
human ability alone; they prosper only when God’s good hand helps us.

First, Ezra resolved to return to the land of faith. Ezra resolved to leave prosperous Persia and return to
ruined Jerusalem. From the world’s perspective, it was a path from a great city down to a small city, but the
Bible records that he “came up” to Jerusalem. This is because the path to the place where God dwells and
where the temple is is a path of going up by faith. A resolution of faith must be followed by prayer. To lead
many people on a long journey required the king’s permission and safety. Ezra must have prayed, believing
that the king's heart was also in God’'s hand. Moses also gave up his position as the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter and chose to suffer with God’s people. He considered disgrace for the sake of Christ of greater
value than the treasures of Egypt. God repays what we give up by faith with something better. Those who
look to the reward God will give rather than immediate gain can make a decision of faith.

Second, Ezra resolved to study the Law of the Lord. Ezra was the greatest teacher of the Law of his time,
yet he resolved to study God's Word even more. The fundamental reason Israel was taken into exile was
not that their military power was weak, but that they did not know God’s Word and disobeyed it. If we do
not know the Word, we cannot obey it, and if we do not obey, we drift away from God's will. Therefore,
believers must not stop at merely reading the Bible but must study and learn it deeply. Thinking, “I already
learned all that long ago,” can become spiritual pride. God's Word is endless no matter how much we
learn, and we must always be humble before the Word. God desires the knowledge of God more than
sacrifice. Paul also confessed that the knowledge of Christ is the most excellent. If we mistakenly think we
know everything while not properly knowing the Word, we can believe wrong interpretations and lies as if
they were truth. Therefore, we must stay close to the Word all our lives and come to know God and Jesus
Christ more deeply.

Third, Ezra resolved to practice the Law of the Lord. The Word does not end with knowing; it must be done.
Ezra resolved not only to study the Law but also to practice it himself. The purpose of learning the Word is
to live according to it. The Bible says blessed are those who hear the Word and keep it. James also exhorts,
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” True obedience is
wholehearted obedience with all your heart, soul, and strength; it is not selecting only the words you like
but following all of God’'s Word. When King Josiah discovered the Book of the Law in the temple, he tore
his clothes and repented, and returned to God with all his heart, soul, and strength. Noah also obeyed all
that God commanded, even though the command was hard to understand. Obedience is not picking out
only comfortable words to obey. Even if a word is difficult and burdensome, following it because God
commanded it is true faith.

Finally, Ezra resolved to teach the Law of the Lord. There is a clear order in Ezra’s resolution. First, he studied
the Word; then he practiced it himself; and afterward he taught others. You cannot teach what you do not
know, nor can you powerfully convey a Word you do not practice. God's people are a community. It is not
enough for one person to keep the Word well. Those who know the Word must teach those who do not,
those who have understood must help those who have not yet understood, and the whole church must
grow together. God's Word is not to be stored up but shared. The Korean church also did not stop at
receiving the gospel but sent missionaries and proclaimed the gospel. When we share the grace we have
received, God gives even greater grace. When we teach others, we ourselves learn more deeply and grow.
The church must be a giving church, a proclaiming church, a growing church. A church that shares what it
has received with its neighbors. A church that proclaims the gospel of Jesus Christ. A church that continues

to grow in the Word and in faith.
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