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Elisha - The One Who Desires God More

2 Kings 2:1-14

In the Bible, we find representative mentor-mentee relationships: Moses and Joshua, Paul and Timothy, and
in today’s passage, Elijah and Elisha. When Elijah was about to ascend to heaven, he traveled from Gilgal to
Bethel, then to Jericho, and finally to the Jordan. Elisha followed his master to the very end. Several times
Elijah said, “Stay here,” but Elisha confessed, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, | will not leave you.”
And at the end he asked, “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit.” So how can we also receive God’s
double portion of grace and power?

First, we must cling persistently to what is good. Elisha confessed four times—at Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho, and
the Jordan—that he would not leave. We must be persistent in good things. But many people easily give up
on good things while clinging to bad habits and greed to the end. Jacob wrestled with the angel at the
Jabbok and clung on, saying, “l will not let you go unless you bless me.” In the end he received his answer,
and his name was changed from Jacob to Israel. The prayer God values is the prayer that does not give up.
Do not be discouraged if you pray once or twice and receive no answer. If a matter is in line with God’s will,
we must hold on to it to the end. Persistence toward good opens the way.

Second, we must press through obstacles and tests. Elisha’s greatest obstacle was actually his master Elijah.
Elijah kept saying, “Stay here.” But Elisha saw it not as a reason to stop, but as a test to overcome. On the
path to receiving God's grace, there are tests. God examines whether we are people who can handle that
grace. Abraham was tested by being asked to offer Isaac, and Elisha passed the continuous tests from Gilgal
to the Jordan. Elisha was a farmer, but when he was called, he slaughtered his oxen, gave the meat to his
neighbors, and cut off his way back. Half-hearted devotion cannot reach deep faith. If God’s will is clear, we
must overcome the temptation to say, “This is enough,” and press past the obstacles. There are always
hindrances on the path of truth. But the one who holds onto God's calling rather than circumstances or
people’s words moves on to the next level.

Third, after praying, we must know how to wait quietly. When the company of the prophets asked Elisha,
“Do you know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?” Elisha answered, “Yes, | know, so
be quiet.” Our job is to pray. And after praying, we must entrust what God will do to God and wait. Prayer is
not a declaration that | will solve every problem, but an act of faith that entrusts everything to God. At the
Red Sea, Moses said, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you
today.” What people cannot do, we must wait for God's timing and method. Elder Baek Seon-haeng
seemed to have been tricked into buying a useless rocky mountain, but she did not complain; she gave
thanks to God and waited. Later, that mountain was revealed to have a limestone layer, and she received a
great deal of money, which she used for the church, schools, and scholarship work. What seemed like a
failure was turned into a blessing in God's hands. When we pray and wait quietly, God makes a way that we
cannot make.

Finally, we must ask for the best thing. When Elijah said, “Tell me, what can | do for you before | am taken
from you?” Elisha did not ask for wealth or honor. He said, “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit.” He
asked for the best thing needed to carry out God’s mission. When Jesus asked blind Bartimaeus, “What do
you want me to do for you?” he answered not for coins or clothes, but “Rabbi, | want to see.” We too must
seek not what perishes, but what is eternal. Satan makes us miss the best and be satisfied with something
similar. Jeroboam set up altars in Dan and Bethel, made golden calves, and created a religion similar to the
feasts in Jerusalem. The form was similar, but it was not according to God’s Word. The similar thing actually
deceives people more easily.

The reason Elisha received a double portion of power was that he desired God more earnestly. He clung
persistently to what was good, overcame obstacles and tests, waited quietly after praying, and asked for the
best thing. The road from Gilgal to the Jordan was not easy. But Elisha followed his master to the end, and
finally received Elijah’s cloak and a double portion of the Spirit. The power God gives is not given to exalt our

own name. It is given to carry out God’s mission and to save the world.
(H) 224 (Kevin Jin) ZA}

Jay
n Qv 1vNSIA SiLsld Y

] O

Bl

® 0 @

DN}



	페이지 1

