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After Jesus was crucified, the disciples returned to their former occupations. Some of them, who had
been fishermen, went back to the sea. There were seven of them together: Simon Peter, Thomas,
Nathanael, John, James, and two other disciples. Even though they had already met the risen Jesus, the
Lord was not physically with them, and they had no special task to do. So they naturally went back to
their trade. Fishing together brought back memories and some camaraderie. But there was a problem.
What was the trouble that confronted the disciples?

First, even with all their combined effort, they caught nothing. “That night they caught nothing.” (John
21:3). Seven disciples gathered in one place. Peter took the lead and said, “rm going fishing.” The others
said, “We'll go with you.” So they got into the boat and cast their nets diligently, but all night long they
caught not a single fish. Many hands didn’t help. Had their fishing skills declined after such a long break?
Not likely—these were lifelong fishermen. Three years away wouldn’t make them catch nothing all night.
The dear lesson is that working hard does not guarantee success; joining forces does not guarantee
results; being an expert does not guarantee results; and being recognized by people does not guarantee
results.

Second, the Lord kept standing there all along. “Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore...” (John
21:4). The Lord was standing on the shore while the disciples were fishing. But He doesn’t stand only on
the shore, nor only in the church, nor only in holy places. He stands in the very place of our daily work.
And He watches over us there. John Wesley famously said, “The best of all is God is with us.” The best
time is not when others are with us, but when God is with us. The best place is where God is with us.
“Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for
the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9).

Third, they did not recognize Jesus. “Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did
not realize that it was Jesus.” (John 21:4). They were so absorbed in their own work that they didn’t
even notice Jesus standing among them. Even when Jesus is present in our daily lives, we often fail to
see Him. He is clearly beside us, yet we don’t know it. Our Lord is always with us in Spirit. When we are
too busy, we miss His presence. When we are too hurried, we fail to recognize Him. Busyness may have
its benefits, but we end up missing what truly matters. Never forget that the Lord is always right next to
you. Now, how did the Lord respond?

(1) He asked, “Havent you any fish?” “He called out to them, ‘Friends, haven’t you any fish?” (John 21:5).
This was the most important question—and a painful one for the disciples. Why had they gone out on
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