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Fix Our Eyes on Jesus Hebrews 12:1-3 (NIV)

Today's passage, the book of Hebrews, was written for the early Jewish Christians who were suffering
under severe persecution from the Jewish community and terrible physical hardships from the Roman
Empire. For the sole reason of believing in Jesus, they had their property seized, were thrown into
prison, and faced the threat of losing their lives. The writer of Hebrews presents the only way to
overcome this thick fog of suffering. After introducing in chapter 11 the many “heroes of faith” who
overcame trials through faith, he then urges in chapter 12 the ultimate secret for victory in our faith
journey: “Fix your eyes on Jesus.” So then, what kind of Jesus must we, who are in the midst of
suffering, look to without wavering?

First, Jesus is the One who endured the cross. “Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of
faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame...” (Hebrews 12:2a). Dear
saints, the cross that Jesus bore was not merely a painful punishment. It was the most shameful and
agonizing form of execution in human history—a dreadful torture device that the Roman Empire
never imposed on its own citizens. Yet Jesus did not drag Himself to that “cross of shame” out of
weakness or compulsion. As the Son of God, He could have avoided that suffering at any time. But
because only through His death could we live, He endured it to the very end, thereby accomplishing
our salvation.

Second, Jesus is the victorious One who sat down at the right hand of the throne. “...scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2b). This great
declaration quotes David’'s psalm: “The LORD says to my lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until | make your
enemies a footstool for your feet’” (Psalm 110:1). This was a prophecy long ago that after Christ
endured the shame of the cross, He would finally triumph in glory. Jesus” death on the cross was by no
means a failure or the end of everything. On the third day He shattered the power of death, rose
again, and sat down at the right hand of the glorious throne that rules over all creation. “Throne” is
the seat of the Victor’s glory. And do you know what amazing blessing this entails? Just as Revelation
22:5 promises, “There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the
sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.” (Revelation 22:5)—
we too, if we keep our faith to the end, will sit with Him on that throne of glory and reign forever and
ever. The glorious life of Jesus is precisely the future picture of us, the saints.

Third, Jesus is the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. Today's passage calls Jesus, who bore the cross,
“the pioneer and perfecter of faith.” The original Greek gives this a deeper meaning. The word
translated “pioneer” (archégon) means beginner, source, or founder. And the word translated “perfecter”
(teleiotés) means completer, finisher. That is, our faith does not originate from our own will or resolution,
but solely from Jesus, and it is perfectly completed only within His grace. If Jesus, who came to earth and
bore the cross, is the starting point (the Alpha) of our faith, then Jesus, who will return as the glorious Judge,

is the end (the Omega) of our faith. Therefore, Jesus Christ alone is the true “pioneer and perfecter” of our
lives.

Remember Peter's great confession of faith in Luke chapter 5? After fishing all night and catching
nothing, Peter was washing his nets in despair when Jesus came to him and commanded, “Put out
into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” (Luke 5:4). Peter laid aside his own experience
and knowledge as a fisherman and obeyed, saying, “Master, we've worked hard all night and haven’t
caught anything. But because you say so, | will let down the nets.” (Luke 5:5). Immediately after
catching such a huge number of fish that their nets began to tear, Peter did not rejoice over the boat
full of fish. Instead, he fell at Jesus' knees and confessed: “Go away from me, Lord; | am a sinful man!”
(Luke 5:8). In that amazing moment, in Peter’s life, Jesus was no longer merely a good teacher who
performed miracles; He became “my Lord” who reigns completely over his soul and life. At last, Peter
had met the very source of faith. () 224 (Kevin Jin) 2A}
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