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You are a letter from Christ 2 Corinthians 3:1-11

In 2 Corinthians 2, we are called “the aroma of Christ.” But in chapter 3, instead of aroma, Paul
uses the metaphor of a letter. As 2 Corinthians 3:3 says, “You show that you are a letter from
Christ...” And, it is not written with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone
but on tablets of human hearts. A letter is something you write and send to another person.. The
recipient reads it and understands the writer's intent, purpose, and message.

In the same way, if we are letters of Jesus Christ, our lives—recorded by the Holy Spirit—are on
display to others. Everything we say, do, and live out becomes a means by which people read Jesus
through us. So we are, in a word, Jesus letter. Therefore, it truly matters what content we carry
and convey to the world. Just as we live with hope toward the Lord, we must grasp the important
contrasts in today’s passage so that those around us may also live with the same hope.

First, we must distinguish between two kinds of “letters’—the letter of ink and the letter of the
Spirit. In verse 2, Paul says, “You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by
everyone,” A letter is not only written on paper; there is also a letter written on the heart. A letter
written in ink is expressed in words, with pen and ink. It can be torn or crumpled. But a letter
written by the Spirit—engraved on the heart—does not disappear; it cannot be erased, and many
people can see and read it. Verse 3 clearly states: “written not with ink but with the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts” (2 Corinthians 3:3). The heart is
invisible, but it is revealed through life—through actions, words, attitudes, and choices.

Second, we must distinguish between two kinds of “competence”—self-derived competence and
God-given competence. “Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves,
but our competence comes from God” (2 Corinthians 3:5). There are two kinds of competence:
one that comes from ourselves, and one that comes from God. Though both may be called
“competence,” their source and root differ. What is characteristic of self-derived competence? It is
relative—gained by comparing with others, human-centered, worldly. It may be satisfaction, but
the problem is that it does not last; it changes over time and disappears when circumstances shift.

Third, we must distinguish between two kinds of “glory—glory that fades and glory that is eternal.
Verse 7 says, “Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone,
came with glory” — and it speaks of a glory that fades. This glory belongs to the law, the ministry
given to Moses. But 2 Corinthians 3:9 declares: “If the ministry that brings condemnation was
glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness!” That is, the glory of
the gospel, the ministry of righteousness, is far greater. Here we see two glories: one that fades
and one that is eternal. We may also call them Moses’ glory and God's glory. Moses' glory was to
be veiled because it was passing away; God’s glory is to be revealed because it is eternal.

Fourth, we must distinguish between two kinds of “hope”—earthly hope and heavenly hope.
“Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold” (2 Corinthians 3:12). Those who have
hope have a different demeanor—they are bold. There are two hopes: earthly hope, which is
temporary, and heavenly hope, which is eternal. Therefore, we must not be people who pursue
only earthly hope, but rather live according to heavenly, eternal hope. When Moses came down
from Mount Sinai with the Ten Commandments, his face shone—it was a gift from God after
fellowship and receiving the Word. Yet Moses did not boast of that glory; rather, he covered his
face with a veil before the people. Why? As verse 13 says: “We are not like Moses, who would put
a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away” (2
Corinthians 3:13).
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