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The people of Israel defeated a massive Midianite coalition of 135,000 soldiers with only 300 men.
How was it possible to overcome 135,000 with just 300? By human calculation, it simply does not
make sense. However, through God’s way and His power, anything is possible when He is with us.
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The number 300 is, in itself, a number of fear. Why? Because compared to the 135,000 soldiers of the
Midianite alliance, it is a mere 1/450th—an incredibly small fraction. Yes, it is the same for us; when
we look at ourselves, we realize how lacking and weak we truly are. Gideon was also filled with fear
when he thought of this powerful coalition. For seven long years, the Midianites had occupied the
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land and tormented the Israelites. Whether they starved to death or died in battle, the outcome
seemed the same—and the fear was very real. Therefore, we must ask: "How can we live today by
overcoming our fears?" Through today’s scripture, we seek to find the answer.

First, Gideon was able to overcome his fear because God was with him. “The Lord answered, ‘| will be
with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive” (Judges 6:16). This is a
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said of his own background: “My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and | am the least in my family”

B, e LR TR ARIEE, RPN T AR “ERFIAE A IRBERIA (Judges 6:15). This wasn't just false modesty; it was his actual reality. Yet, despite all of this, God was
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Second, Gideon overcame fear because he transcended human common sense. “You have too many
men... In order that Israel may not boast against me that her own strength has saved her” (Judges
7:2). God made us feel insufficient. Why? So that we do not rely on ourselves, but instead rely solely
on our Lord. God called Gideon. He showed signs of God’s presence. And 32,000 men volunteered
for battle. When they were told that anyone who was afraid of the battle could go home, as many as
22,000 men turned back. “But the LORD said to Gideon, "There are still too many men.---.” (Judges
7:4). He said so. And He told him to lead them to the water to drink. Those who knelt down and
drank greedily without looking around were sent home. Instead, “The LORD said to Gideon, "With the
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told him, "mighty warrior, don't be afraid. | will be with you", it was a word of encouragement to

Rev. Dr. Min—Gyoo Shin build him up. Gideon was not a bold or extraordinary man. He was fearful, possessed nothing, and
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this world,” deserted him and went to Thessalonica. Though he was once a precious instrument in the

early church, he fell away and returned to the world because he failed to stay alert.
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